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INFORMATION FROM BATTLE TOWN CARD INDEX 

The card index was started by Kenneth Clark, assisted by Herbert Newbery and Mrs Gladys Young. It covers the High Street, Mount Street, Upper and Lower 

Lake, that is, mainly the conservation area. It was intended to be a record of alterations to buildings and changes of occupancy. The main sources of 

reference were the photocopies of directories of Battle kept in the local county library. These were available for 1910-1938 and the index is noted as almost 

complete for this period. Prior to that occasional lists for the mid 1880s and one for 1797 were consulted. During the 1914-1918 war lists of residents were 

still compiled. No information was published from 1939-48. The original aim was to have a complete record for the twentieth century. 

Headline findings were noted as: 

 Women in the early twentieth century followed expected occupations: Misses Schnorr ran refreshment rooms; Miss Shuckford a school; Miss 

Charlotte Dobell a basket maker and confectioner; Mrs Jeffrey and the Misses Pepper dressmakers. 

 Noted names: Edward Cruse in 1903 was secretary to the Battle Gas Co. and also Battle Abbey Estate Clerk; Ticehursts were Registrars, Clerks to the 

Guardians and Rural District Council; the Sheppards held offices such as Clerk to the Magistrates and Coroner for the Rape of Hastings. 

No. 6 High Street was rebuilt in the 1920s; no 36 was re-built in the 1930s, no.75 was rebuilt after being flattened in WW2. 

Sources of Information 

Post Office Directory 1862,1870, 1878; WT Pike’s Directory 1886-7, 1919, 1922-1927; WT Pike’s Blue Book 1913,1914,1915; Parson’s Directory and Year 

Book 1910; WT Pike 1916; Parson’s 1917-1918; Kelly’s Directory 1918; Yellow Pages (YP); Thompson’s Directory (T); Sussex Express and County Herald (SE & 

CH); Bygone Battle by Alwyn Guilmant (BB); Rye, Battle & District News (RB&DN) 

NB The information on the original cards has been copied into this document, its accuracy cannot be guaranteed nor is it a complete record of all occupants 

of or uses for each address. It may, however, form a useful guide for further research. Entries for private individuals post 1940 have been removed in 

accordance with Data Protection regulations. 

 

Address Date Occupants Information 

61 High Street 1859 
1860-c1871 
1880s 
1903 – 1980 
1983-1988 

John Noakes Watchmaker 
Henry Kemp Watchmaker 
Also sons Edwin and Frederick Kemp 
International Tea Co. Store Ltd 

From 76 High Street 
 
Rev Currie Lodger 
Managers: Arthur Browne; 1913-1914 F Golder; 1915-1916 S Reid; 
1917 Miss Shaw; 1921-1922 Mrs E Guy 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

 
1988 
1994-1996 

Barbarosa Ladies fashions (& 62) (Moved 
to Abbey Court) 
Weeks of Goudhurst, Confectioners 
“The Right Price” Bakers 

 
First floor extension and alterations at rear to provide two flats. 
Planning permission 0316 Feb 1988. Work carried out Feb 1989. 
 

61-62 High Street 1926-1929 
 
1983-1988 

International Stores – Groceries and 
Provisions 
“Barbarosa” Moved to Abbey Court 

Nos 61 & 62 turned into two separate shops in July/August 1988. New 
wooden shop front in place Aug 1988 
Manager: 1923 W Elphick; 1926-1929 J Smale; 1936-1971 F Evans;  

62 High Street 1862-1870 
 
1886-1914 
 
1911 & 1914 
1988 

Captain Boyce Harvey Combe commanding 
orderly room 16th Sussex Volunteers 
Phineas Paine Blacksmith and refreshment 
rooms 
Rev R C Davis 
“Kitchen by Design” 
 

See also 61/62 High Street 
 
 
 
1988 First floor extension and alterations at rear to provide two flats. 
Planning permission Feb 1988. Work carried out Feb 1989.  

63 High Street 1862-1870 
 
1886-1887 
1886-1919 
1903 
1913-1916 
1920-1933 
1934-1974 
1940 
1966-1968 
1968 
? 
1980- 

Young Men’s Christian Inst. And Reading 
Room. 
Mrs Heathfield Dressmaker 
Albion Thorpe & Sons Corn Factors 
Mrs Ann Sinden and Miss Lucy Boorman 
Mrs A Sinden 
C R Carrick Bootmaker 
Central Shoe Stores  
Dentist 
Thorpes Shoes 
Thorpes the Men’s Outfitters 
Jones Optitcians 
Barraclough & Stiles 

 
 
 
No. 64 from 1920 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interior renovation early Nov 1988. 

64 High Street 1862 
1886-1887 
1920-1926 
 
1903-1933 

Bransby Cooper Piele Surgeon 
Joseph Newbery 
A Thorpe & Son, Corn Merchants (shared 
with Tutt) 
Henry Tutt & Son Tailor 

 
 
See 38 High St from 1930 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

1911 
1934-1948 
1931-1950 
1950-1974 
1979-1997 
1997- 

Miss Burgess Draper & Milliner 
“The Candies” FM & EM Cope 
H T Halliday (?Holliday) Dentist 
“Kandies”  
Saxons DIY Harold Thompsett 
Woodwrights Crafts etc. 

 
 
Kandies ceased trading 1976. No. 64 demolished 27 2 1977. 
Kandies transferred to 64 High Street 1978, then 20 High Street 1979 
 
Refitted as DIY shop 1979. Concentrated on Sports & Games 1988-
1997 

64a High Street 1929-1958 
1950-1956 
1960-1977 
1985-1991 
1992-1994 

London Central Meat Co. Ltd.  
Mrs N Emeleus 
Baxters Butchers 
Gerrards Fruit 
“Apple & Orange” (& Pet Food) Fruiterers 
 

 
 
See also 20 High Street 1977. Ceased trading 1985. 
Ceased trading 1991 
 

64b High Street 1940 
1948-1953 
1956-1962 
1964-1966 

Mrs Sheather 
Joseph Spedding 
Patrick Follett 
Eric Elson 

 

65 High Street 1862-1870 
 
1878-1887 
1903-1914 
1915-1960 
1962-1968/ 
?1974 
1964 
1966-1974 
1978 
1994 

James Burgess Wholesale and retail linen 
draper 
Burgess & Son 
Miss Ellen Burgess Draper & Outfitter 
F B Winsborrow General Draper 
Battle Decorating Centre 
 
King (Baker) 
Duncan Foster (Sussex) Ltd Bakers 
“The Pilgrim’s Platter”  
Earls Meeting Place 

Photograph No 7 BDHS 
 
Interior re-fitted Feb 1978. New front with door at end instead of in 
centre 

65a High Street    

65b High Street    

65c High Street    
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Address Date Occupants Information 

66 High Street 1738 
1763-1809 
 
1800-1850? 
1852-1863 
1863-1867 
1867-1885 
1910-1918 
1919 
1920-1986 
1986-1989 
1989- 
 

John Cheeseman Clockmaker 
Daniel Ray Clockmaker 
Lydia Ray (widow of Daniel) 
William Ray (son) 
Miss Sarah Ray Watchmaker 
William Stevens Ray 
T Chettle Clockmaker 
T Clark Stationer & Tobacconist 
Food Control Office J H Gibson Exec Officer 
T C Blackman & Son Coal Merchants 
Alan Stace & Co Estate Agents 
Alliance & Leicester Building Society 

Early 17C much altered. Timber framed upper storey covered with tile 
hanging. Shop front below built out and has a pentice. Chimney stack 
at back contains a wide fireplace with chimney corner seats. Fireplace 
in attic has raised oak curb. Old framing exposed internally and there 
are two or three original doors. Vict Hist p.99 1937 ed. 
 
William Ray to Brighton in 1841. William Stevens Ray inherited from 
Aunt Sarah, WSR then sold to Thos Chettle 
T Clark moved to 67 High St 1919? 
Blackman moved to Station Yard 1986 
 
Dec 1989 Exterior renovation - painting 

66a High Street   A Long narrow building in the yard behind no.66.It is of c1620-1630 
and has a timber framed upper storey underbuilt with brick. At its 
west end is a late 17C addition of brick covered with tile hanging and 
having below it a vaulted cellar. Vict H p.99 

66-67 High Street 1931-1950 London Valet Service Dyers and cleaners 1953 see 7 High Street 

67 High Street 1862-1870 
 
1878 
1886-1887 
 
 
1915-1917 
1919-1936 
1968-1969 
1985-1988 
1988 
1991 

Benjamin Wallace Knight Newsagent, 
nurseryman, seeds, florist and printer. 
Wm Cruttenden Private residence 
Wm Cruttenden Solicitor 
Morning Argus Newspaper Manager Arthur 
Secker 
Miss Petty Manager 
T C Clark Stationer & Tobacconist 
D & E Winter Toy Dealers 
Quality Cleaners 
Battle Fryers Fish & Chips 
Taylors Fish Bar 

 
 
 
 
Publishers: Southern Publishing Co. Ltd 
 
 
See 66 High Street 1913 
 
New shop run by Battle Laundry 
 
Change of ownership to Tarrant Family 

67a High Street 1903 
1910-1911 

Mrs Mary Ann Mills Refreshment Rooms 
Southern Publishing Miss Petty 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

1916-1920 
1921-1925 
1928-1931 
1932-1939 
1940 
1948 
1950-1962 
1964-1969 
1970-1987 
1988-1992 
1995 
1995 

F D Hart Tea Rooms 
Richard Wickstead Second-hand outfitter 
Mrs Ruffhead Baby Linen 
Battle Arts and Crafts Shop 
Arts and Crafts 
Battle Arts and Crafts 
Mary Rose Arts and Crafts 
Wool Shop 
Wool Shop  
“Tymes Past” 
Junk Shop, late Bicycle Shop 
Gurr Gents Hairdresser 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closed on retirement  
From 16a Upper Lake. 1992 moved to The Pantiles Tunbridge Wells 
Interior renovated May 1990 

Rear of 67a ?67b   Interior renovated 1988. 

68 High Street 1862 
1862-1878 
1878-1917 
1913 

Francis Ward Chemist & Druggist 
Whitfield Molineux and Whitfield, Bankers 
Lewes Old Bank Manager Horace Gates 
Barclay & Co Ltd 
 
 

 
Manager Francis Ward 
 
Managers Barclays:1913-1926 H H Gates; 1927-1933 E Claridge; 1934-
1940 R H Wells 

Abbey Court 
Behind High 
Street 
 
Passageway 
between 68 and 
69 High Street 

1988-1992 
1992- 
1988 
1988-1989 
1989 
1988-1991 
1991- 
1994 
1988 

“Gooseberry Bush” 
“Rainbow” children’s clothing 
“Panamania”  
“Nordcraft” 
“Shafak” Hairdressers 
Bennett Gentleman’s Outfitters 
“Inta Kids” Children’s Wear 
“St George’s” Dry Cleaners 
Barbarosa Ladies Outfitters from 61-61 
High Street 
 

Completed 1986: 28 warden assisted flats, warden’s office and 
laundry. 
Completed 1987: Two office suites each self-contained on one floor 
with lift. Each 1066 sq ft for sale on 99 year lease. 
 
 
 
 
29 Abbey Court 

69 High Street 1862 
1881 

Harvey Montague Champneys 
Dr Herbert Hudson 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

1913-1916 Dr G Kendall 
 

Moved to 36 High Street 

69a High Street 1929-1970 
1971-1975 

Newbery Bros (Battle) Ltd 
Newtime Foods 

Jam Manufacturers 
Photo 135 in Bygone Battle 

69-70 High Street 1886-1887 
1910-1911 
1980-1997 

H E Hudson Surgeon 
Dr George Kendall 
L R Vine Butchers 

 

70 High Street ?1935-1937 
 
1929-1964 
1938-1964 
1964-1974 

West (Godfrey) & Hickman, Surveyors, 
Valuers, Auctioneers & estate Agents 
Douch Fruiterer 
Arvoy Watchmaker 
Aylesbury Watchmaker 
 

 
 
 
 
Previously 18a High Street 

70a High Street 1931-1933 
 
 
1934- 
 
 

Christopher Heath Rating & Valuation 
Officer for the Urban District Council & 
Collector of Taxes 
Battle Urban District Council Rates Office E 
L Moody 

 

71 High Street 1862-1926 
 
1929-1930 
1970-1972 

Newbery Bros Wholesale Confectioners 
and Jam Manufacturers 
C A Heath 
United Counties Wine Market 

 

71-72 High Street 1927-1964 
1970-1972 
1973-1978 
1978-1985 
1994- 

R B Allwork 
United Counties Wine Market 
Oakeshotts Wine Merchants 
Webb Food Store 
Alldays 

“Spar” Groceries refurbished 1985. Extensive first floor front repair 
Oct/Nov 1987 

72 High Street 1862-1870 
 
1910-1915 
1940-1966 

Alfred Slatter Grocer & Wine & Spirit 
Merchant 
R B Allwork & Son Grocers 
W C Allwork & Sons Grocers 

? Rebuilt 1821 (talk by R B Allwork 1952) 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

1968-1972 
1973-1974 

United Counties Stores (Grocers) 
Oakshotts Wine Merchants 
 

 
 

72-73 High Street 1886-1887 Allworks Bros Grocers and Wine & Spirit 
merchants 

 

73 High Street 1870 
-1910 
1911-1935 
1940- 
1948-1950 
1953-1955 
1956-1960 
1962- 
1964-1974 

Thorpe & Son Shoe Manufacturers 
George M Duke Tobacconist 
R L Dodd Newsagent 
Tickner Stationer 
Madame Verey Outfitter 
Madame Rosaline Outfitter 
Rosaline (Battle) Ltd  
Rosaline (Battle) Ltd 
Rosaline (Battle) Ltd 

Aug 1985 Front wall scraped before re-painting revealing words 
“Judges Postcards” 
May 1988 First floor window frames renewed 
Interior renovated Summer 1989. Two Victorian Fireplaces revealed in 
shop. 
 

74 High Street 1862-1887 
1903-1911 
 
 
1913-1920 
1921-1924 
1926-1927 
1927-1953 
1956-1977 
1977- 
? 
1989- 

Miss Ann Burgess (Stationer) 
William James Edwards (Books Stationery 
etc. Agents for Pullers & Dye Works & Atlas 
Assurance Co. Tickets for Normanhurst) 
Thomas Sheather (Saddler) 
Thomas Sheather Motor Engineer 
Dunkley & Rogers Chemist & Opticians 
Russell Chemist 
Pickering (Chemist) 
Vane Estate Agents 
E Watson & Sons Estate Agents 
Cornerstone Estate Agent 

Destroyed by Bomb 7 Feb 1943 
Edwards also at 75 in 1910 
 
Exterior repainted Oct 1989 

75 High Street 1862-1887 
 
1911-1922 
1922-1927 
1928-1940 
1936-1968 

William James Edwards Hardware Dealer & 
Oil Merchant 
H Newbery Builder 
H Newbery Builder & Tea Rooms 
H Newbery Tea Rooms 
Tickners newsagents 

 
 
 
Destroyed by a bomb 7 Feb 1943 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

?1968-1977 
1977-1989 
1989- 

Tickners Newsagent 
Surridge Newsagent 
Gibbs News 

 
 
Interior refurbished August 1988 

75b High Street 1966-1970 
 
1971- 

Supply & Service Catering & Cleaning 
Supplies 
Redbarn Woodcraft (Woodworkers) 
 

 

Nos 76,77,& 78 
High Street 

  Three shops formed one long two storied building probably 16C or 
17C origin. It appears to have been formerly an Inn, has a large 
amount of cellarage as well as disused stables etc. at the back. Front is 
cemented. Middle shop has two moulded beams of 15C; probably 
bought from a former Abbey building. Vict Hist p99 1937 edition. 

76 High Street 1855 
1910-1914 
1915-1930 
 
1931-1962 
1936-1937 
1966-1974 
1974-1979 
1983 

John Noakes (see 61 in 1859) 
Tilden Smith (Dairyman) 
E Partridge Alternately Dairyman & 
Fruiterer 
F Douch (Confectioner) See also 76a 
?L Edwards & Son Opticians 
Springfield Nurseries (Florists)  
Springfields Florists 
Terry’s Fruit Bowl  

Exterior renovation early Sept 1991. Including re-roofing. Completed 
Dec 1991. 

76a (Rear of 76) 1948-1962 
1964-1974 

Frederick Douch Fruiterer 
M Douch (Confectioner) 

 

 1 Red Barn Mews 1987 Battle Electronic Services (Microwave 
Ovens) 

 

3 Red Barn Mews 1987 Pearce & Sons Joiners 
 

 

7 Red Barn Mews 1987 B Bullen (Painted Furniture, Gilding, 
Marblizing) 

 

? Red Barn Mews 1987 Dexterity Design (Artwork, Typesetting, 
Print, Promotion) 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

Between 76 & 77 
High Street 
? Red Barn 
Mews? 

?1981-1988 
1989-1991 
 

Douch, Sweets etc. 
Fox’s Estate Agents 

Closed for renovation June to August 1981 
 
Interior renovation commenced early November 1988. Inglenook 
fireplace at shop rear. Piece of paper and iron pin given to Museum 19 
Jan 1989. 

76 & 77 High 
Street 

1833-1902 Francis William Ticehurst, Stationer, 
newsagent and Deputy Superintendent 
Registrar. 

The Ticehurst family in Battle traces back to Joseph, born about 1660. 
Thomas lived in Almonry Farm in 1692. Thomas’ grandson William 
(1767-1852) had thirteen children and was High Constable, 
Postmaster, Chairman of the Board of Guardians and Parish Clerk as 
well as being a land surveyor and in 1806 master of the Langton 
School. He is buried just South East of the tower in the parish church. 
William Ticehurst’s son Francis was born at The Old House in 1811. In 
1833 he bought 76/77 High Street and lived there for 70 years. Like 
his father he was a man of many parts. Besides printing he farmed 
some of the Barrack Farm lands and ran a coal business. He was also 
at different times Deputy Superintendent Registrar, Clerk to the 
Guardians and Postmaster. In 1834 he was one of the escort which 
accompanied Princess Victoria and the Duchess of Kent to St 
Leonards. In 1870 he was associated with a small company to work 
the gypsum which had just been found at Mountfield. 
 
Frederick Gorham Ticehurst was the son of Francis William Ticehurst. 
He was an Artist, Photographer, and practical electrician. He was also 
Clerk to the Board of Guardians, and Rural District Council as well as 
Registrar and Churchwarden. He was a founder member of the 
Institute of Electrical Engineers and as early as the 1880s he installed 
electric light and telephone communications in the family home and 
offices. He also made weather recording apparatus and electric clocks. 

77 High Street 1862 
 
1910 
1937-1964 

James Marchant Registrar of Marriages for 
Battle Union 
E Bannister, printer and stationer 

Exterior refurbishment September onwards 1991. Repainted exterior 
December 1991. 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

 
1940-1956 
1968-1974 
1975- 
-1990 
1991 
1995 

Barrett of Battle, printing. Previously of 23 
High Street 
Maidstone Bus Office 
Mr E C Tunbridge 
Early Bird Travel Agents 
Personal Service Travel Agents 
Chris Campbell Estate Agents 
“Rainbow” Childrenswear 

77a High Street 1968-1974 Adams Turf Commission Agents Alec Rigby  

77b High Street 1973 
1975 
1975 

O’Connell 
Early Bird Travel 
Personal Service Travel 

 

78 High Street 1862-1887 
 
1910-1923 
1927-1939 
 
1940-1948 
1950-1953 
1956-1958 
1960-1974 
1978-1981 
?1986 

William Weller Sadler, Harness Maker and 
Coal Merchant 
J E Winton 
Maidstone & District Enquiry Office (see 77 
High Street) 
“The Gateway Tea Rooms"  
“The Gateway Tea Rooms”  
“The Gateway Restaurant”  
“ The Gateway Restaurant” 
“The Gateway Restaurant”  
“The Gateway Restaurant”  

Interior renovations March 1978. 
 
 
Green plastic canopy in place over shop front in August 1986. Interior 
altered, wine bar added. 
 

79 High Street 1862-1887 
1910-1911 
1913 
1914-1915 
1922-1927 
1928-1930 
1931-1932 
1933 
1934 

Henry Pemble Glover & Gaiter maker 
Rev P C Drury 
Miss Drury 
Miss Letton 
Miss Hills 
Miss Powell 
Tea Rooms Harvey Gregory 
Tea Rooms Wallace Gregory 
J W Hobley Baker 

17C much renovated. Now two storied building used as tea rooms etc. 
Upper storey is tile hung and has a moulded cornice. Vict Hist p 99 
1937 ed. 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

1940-1956 
1956-1966 
1968-1971 
1972-1984 
1984-1987 
1987 
1997 

W L Gregory & Son Tea Rooms 
C T Gregory & Son 
T & T Fruits 
French’s TV & Radio 
East Sussex Bedroom Centre 
“Bath & Beauty Two” 
“Farrago” 

 
 
 
 
Exterior renovation Nov 1991 

79a  High Street 1948-1956 
1964-1989 

Leggett Chiropodist 
Ramsden & Allen Surveyors (Moved to 57) 
 

 

Small passageway 
between 79 & 80 

   

80 High Street 1862 
1886-1887 
1903 
 
1910-1915 
1919-1923 
1924-1926 
1927-1930 
1931-1958 
1960- 

J Martin Tobacconist 
Charles Hunt Confectioner & Fancy Baker 
Miss Sarah Hannah Oldfield Boarding 
House 
J C Arnold Dental Surgeon 
H T Holliday Dental Surgery 
H J Phillips 
Dr H Angell Lane 
J B Errey Hairdresser 
Lloyds Bank Ltd (Alan Wells) 

 
 
 
 
 
Exterior re-varnished Sept 1986 & July 1990.  
 
 
 
Accounts Dept transferred to St Leonards December 1992 

80a High Street 
(Battle Memorial 
Hall) 

1960-1971 
1966-1973 

W Fielding 
Battle & District Historical Society Museum 

 

81 High Street 1718-1724 
1730 
1805 
1829-1922 
 
1862-1870 
 

Poorhouse 
Owned by Hammond family 
Poorhouse 
William Ticehurst (grandson of Thos) & 
family 
Miss Mary & Miss Isabella Rintoul Ladies 
Boarding School 

AKA Langton House, Ticehurst House (part), Battle Memorial Halls. 
  
Langton House: Originally one large two storied building late 16C 
date, heightened by another storey about 1700. Lower two stories of 
main block about eighteen yards long, are rectangular in plan, later 
top storey is recessed in the middle so as to form projecting wing at 
either end with a balustrade between them. Lowest storey re-built 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

1862-1870 
1886-1887 
 
1886-1887 
 
 
1929 
1929-1930 
1931-1935 
1934-1935 
1950-1956 
1962-1970 
 
1968-1990 
1973 
1986- 
1986 
 
1985-1991 
 
1988 

Roger Duke Esq. Surgeon 
Rashell Davison Esq 
Calvinistic Chapel and Union Register 
Office, Gas Co. Office and Building Society 
Office. 
Mrs F G Ticehurst 
T J Nash Battle District Register Office 
R A Lusty 
C Holland Builder 
Langton Galleries Antique Dealers 
South Eastern Electricity Board (Left of 
passage) 
Midland Bank Ltd  (also ground floor of 82) 
H (M?)Allgrove Property Development 
Braxton, Watson & Co Estate Agents 
Selanex Ltd, Burchell-Davis Insurance 
Brokers 
Battle Town Council 
 
G & A Property Services 
 
 
 
 

with brick 18C. Upper walls of timber-framing but hung with tile 
facing. At first floor level is a moulded wood bressummer or fascia. 
Top storey moulded wooden cornice with modillions. Southern 
entrance to Langton House has fluted pilasters and an entablature 
and pediment. In this house framing of the walls is exposed inside and 
shows the original height. Entrance passage-way has some re-set wall 
panelling most of it late 16C date: faces of most of panels are carved 
with a conventional foliage pattern in very low relief. In the middle 
room is a 17C over mantel with diamond-shaped panels. Vict Hist p99 
1937 ed. 
 
Built 1569. A Hammond daughter married David Langton. The last 
Langton died 1805 when it reverted to being a poorhouse. William 
Ticehurst took over in 1829 – his descendants occupied it until 1922.  
 
Ticehurst House Building split in 1902 into Ticehurst House and 
Langton House. Northernmost room fine Elizabethan ceiling of 
plaster; it has moulded rils forming interlacing circular patterns: the 
bosses covering the intersections are enriched with fleur de lys Tudor 
roses etc. The room is also lined with late 16C panelling. 
Bygone Battle, also photo B B no.101 
 
Battle Memorial Halls In 1960 the whole building became Battle 
Memorial Halls and the Historical Society Museum. 
 
Hall with stage, Sheppard Room, St Valery Room, Kitchen. Kitchen re-
furbished completely late 1990, toilets Aug Sept 1991. 
 
Exterior renovations August 1989 
First Floor window altered 1986 
Battle Town Council moved to Almonry c1991 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

81a High Street 1968-1969 Pestalozzi Offices, first and second floor. Children’s Village Trust 

82 High Street 1862-1870 
 
1903-1913 
 
1964-1970 
1971- 
1971-1980 

Charles Holt 
Holt Bros. Groceries, Wine and Spirit 
Merchants. 
J Lovibond & Sons Ltd Wine Merchants  
Coin-op Laundry  
Laundromat 

See 82/83 High Street for 1913-1921; 1922-1923; 1936-1948 
 
 
 
 
 
Became part of Midland Bank 12 May 1982 

82-83 High Street 1913-1921 
 
1922-1923 
 
1936-1948 
 

Holt Bros Groceries Wine & Spirit 
Merchants 
Waters & Co Grocers & Provisions 
Merchants 
Edwin Sweatman 
 

 

83 High Street 1808 
1886-1887 
1910-1911 
1950-1958 
1960-1962 
1964-1972 
1985-1986 
1986 

R Apps Clockmaker 
M A Holt 
John G Holt Grocer 
Williamson Ltd Grocers 
J Lovibond & Sons Wine merchants 
Southern Rentals TV Rentals 
Rediffusion Consumer Electronics 
Battle Wholefoods (from 16 Upper Lake) 

 
Redecorated May 1982 
See 82-83 High Street for 1913-1921; 1922-1923; 1936-1948 

84 High Street 1852 
1839-1862 
1870 
1878 
1886-1887 
1903-1910 
1911 
1913 
1914-1919 
1920-1921 

“The Half Moon” Public House 
Landlord: Thos Eldridge 
Landlord: John Jarvis 
Landlord: William Twyman 
Landlord: D Bradshaw 
Landlord: Miss Annie Turner 
Landlord: R Stace 
Landlord: W H Tarrant 
Landlord: G R Ling 
Landlord: H James 

See “A Tour of Sussex” by Hon John Byng 1788 
Between 1870 and 1878 changed name to “Abbey Hotel” 
 
 
Work on renovations commenced autumn 1987, premises unused 
August 1988.  
Renovations recommenced Feb 1989. Roof Stripped, new timbers. 
Photo 145 Bygone Battle 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

1921 
1922-1925 
1922-1924 
1925-1948 

(part) The Abbey Cinema – James Bissell 
(part) The Electric Cinema – C Alexander 
Landlord: C Francis 
Landlord: W S G Tout 

Premises re-opened 1990 
 

85 High Street 17C-18C 
 
 
 
 
1862-1870 
1886-1887 
1903 
1910-1911 
1914-1915 
1916-1918 
1919-1923 
1924 
1925-1931 
1932 
1933-1940 
1948 
1950-1984 

Gilmore Clockmakers 
John Gilmore I b1660-d1717 
John Gilmore II b1677-d1726 
John Gilmore III b1701-d1759 
 
Thomas Stephens Boot & Shoemaker 
J Bones Greengrocer 
Mrs Charlotte Bones Greengrocer 
Miss L Woolgar Tea Rooms 
Abbey Tea Rooms Harvey Westcott 
Abbey Tea Rooms M H Hoad 
M Northwood Confectioner 
J G Holt Wines etc. 
J Schnorr Wines etc. 
Rains & Partridge Wines etc 
Battle Wine Stores J H Yeo 
Battle Wine Stores  
Battle Wine Stores H T White & Co Ltd 

? Also premises at rear of No. 64 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Galleon Wine Stores expanding into no 86 Sept 1984, then re-named 
Battle Wine Stores. 

86 High Street 1862-1870 
1886-1887 
1903 
 
1910-1916 
 
1917-1937 
1938-1972 
1973-1983 

Henry Longley Gunmaker & Parish Clerk 
Thomas Jeffrey 
Ernest Bannister Printer & Stationer 
(moved to 77  High Street) 
Thomas James  Nash Stationer & Registrar 
of Marriages for Battle District 
Miss Drane Stationer 
Eldridge Newsagents  
Drury Newsagents 
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Address Date Occupants Information 

87-88 High Street   These two form a low building of two stories with a 40ft frontage to 
the street and a back wing built askew providing a passage between it 
and the next house, which is older. Probably built around 1600. Front 
block is 17C addition parallel with original main block. The whole has 
been much renovated. Front lower storey of late 17C red and black 
bricks and a tile hung upper storey. Back wall partly of stone, has open 
timbered ceiling and a wide fireplace and a chamfered curved oak 
lintel. Above it is a fine square chimney stack of thin bricks. Vict Hist 
p99 1937 ed. 

87 High Street 1862 
 
1870, 1886-
1887 
1910-1917 
1919 
1920-1923 
1924-1929 
1930-1953 
1970-1974 
1980-1990 
1991 

George Crowhurst Gamekeeper to Lord 
Vane II 
George Crowhurst Gamekeeper to the 
Duke of Cleveland 
Albert Rideout 
H J Parsons 
Edmund Moore 
Mrs Eldridge (1938-1968 see 85) 
John Eldridge 
Benson Drake & Co Solicitors 
Eastbourne Mutual Building Society 
Batcheller & Thacker Specialises Country 
Houses and Cottages 

 

87a High Street    

88 High Street 1862 
1910-1934 
1935 
1936 
1940- 
1948- 
1964-1969 
1970-1974 
1979 

Samuel Martin Carpenter 
Thomas Sinden 
A Page Tea Rooms 
Mrs D Cripps Tea Rooms 
Charles Albert Wilson Dental Surgeon 
Brown Dental Surgeon 
“Abbey Green Corner” 
“Abbey Green Corner”  
Tourist Information Bureau 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tourist Information moved from Langton Hall to 88 High Street in 
1979 
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89-90 High Street   Now two shops, built 15C almost modern appearance externally. 
Eastern shop 15C moulded cross beam and other chamfered ceiling 
beams, one running diagonally to the southern corner to support a 
former overhang on the front. Back of shop is a staircase with several 
flat silhouette balusters of the 16C. In the western house is a large 
fire-place. Roof space of main block originally divided into four bays of 
fifteen foot by trusses with moulded tie-beams, king posts with four 
way struts under a central pevelin and collar beams. Common rafters 
have scissor braces. Trusses are in their original positions, but are all 
imperfect or obscured by later construction. Vict Hist p99 1937 ed. 

89 High Street 1886-1887 
1886-1887 
-1910 
1911-1912 
1913-1915 
1919-1920 
1922-1926 
1927-1934 
1931 
1932-1933 
1932 
1933 
1933-1935 

Mrs Eldridge 
Rev E F B Monck 
William Phillips 
Herbert Newbery 
Frank Percival Chinery 
E J B Higerty 
Mrs Higerty 
Miss F R Slater 
R H C Baker Dentist 
Dr L Shillito Surgery 
W H Horne MRCVS Vet Surgery 
Fred Leslie Munslow MRCVS 
Simon P Hendry MRCVS (moved to 93 High 
Street) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Incorporated into Buckleys c1994 

89 & 91 High 
Street 

1862-1870 William Lamborn Grammar and 
Commercial Academy 

 

90 High Street 1926-1968 
1934? 
1935 
1934-1939 
1940 
 

H Judd Furniture  
Grays Furniture Showrooms 
E G Page Radio Dealer 
Miss Porter Café 
British Legion HQ A G Clarke Sec; A Watson 
Hon Sec 

Moved from 5 Upper Lake 
 
Judds of Battle Ltd seem to have Elijah Gray & Sons (1950) Ltd House 
furnishers with them at this address 1958-1974. Grays ceased trading 
March 1986. 
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1948 
1850-1953 
1956-1974 
1958-1962 
1986- 

British Legion HQ A C Legge Sec 
Judds of Battle Ltd 
Judds of Battle Ltd 
Gray & Sons Ltd Furniture Showrooms 
Joined Buckleys Museum of Shops 

 

Between 90 & 91 
High Street 

1948-1950 
1953-1990 

“Battle Club”  
“Battle Club”  

 

91 High Street 1913-1928 
1911-1915 
1940 
 
1936-1940 
1940-1950 
1948-1966 
1953 
1958-1973 
1970 
1973-1974 
1968-1974 
1985-1986 
1986-1987 
1988=1989 
1989-1991 
1991 
1992 
1995 

Abbey Private Laundry 
Robert Makins Chauffeur 
Arthur Keates Porter Café (see 90 High 
Street) 
E K Elliott Handicrafts 
“Battleaxe Handicrafts”  
King Henry & Feist Ltd Bakers 
“Battleaxe Handicrafts”  
N Hadfield Newton Dry Cleaner  
David Sutcliffe Furn. Fabrics 
“The World of Pine”  
British Legion Battle Branch  
G J Floors Carpet Shop 
Popular originals – Art Shop  
Bizarre Accessories 
“PAR” Boutique 
“Cottage Antiques” 
Senlac House Fine Arts 
Lingerie of Battle 

91 High Street is a much altered house with plastered walls and shop 
fronts but at its east end it retains a 16C projecting chimney stack of 
stone with gathered in sides and a brick shaft. Inside a stone fireplace 
with moulded jambs having base stops and a Rudor arch with foiled 
spandrels. Vict Hist p 99 1937 ed. 
 

Between 91 & 
91a 

1921-1931 Brown & Baker Carriers Portico with “Senlac House” over 

91a High Street 1953-1974 Battle Antiques Marker Robert Turner 
“Battle Antiques” 

 

91b High Street  -   

92 High Street 1886-1887 R E Wilson  
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1911 
1913-1914 
 
1917-1925 
1926-1927 
1928-1929 
1930-1933 
1934 
1939-1974 

Mrs McAlester 
Hollington Laundry Rec Office (moved to 7 
High Street 1915) 
T J Nash Registrar of Marriages 
E J Raynor Registrar of Births & Deaths 
H V Course Registrar of Births & Deaths 
Clifford H Crough 
Herbert Geere 
Miss E French Hairdresser 

 
Also called “Characters” Private House 1986, Hairdressers to 1992. 

93 High Street 1862 
1886-1887 
1910-1923 
1924-1925 
1926-1930 
1931-1932 
1931-1932 
1936-1962 
1958-1974 
1966-1969 

Robert Jeffrey Tailor 
Mrs R Jeffrey Tailoress 
Mrs Ellen Mowbray Burwash 
Mrs J Thurston 
T J Nash 
Harry Angel Lane MRCS, LRCP 
Brown & Baker Carriers see 90 High Street 
Henry MRCVS (moved from 89 High Street) 
Hopkins Vet Surgeon 
Keerinan MRCVS 

“The Old House” plaster fronted house showing old timber framing in 
the west end wall dating probably from the 17C. Eaves have a later 
wooden cornice with modillions. Vict Hist p.99 1937 ed 
 

Passageway 
between 93 and 
94 

  
 

 

94 High Street 1910-1933 
1934-1940 
1950 
1953-1966 

Miss Mary Ann Fry 
Miss O A Boots 
McLeod & Bridges Antiques 
“Abbots Treasure Chest”  

“Old Church House” 

 


